
Thinking about Dr. Salter’s comments in this week’s video about how Chat GPT flattens 
everything and how it doesn’t understand the intricacies of fiber, I wanted to see how 
effective CoPilot would be at creating a crochet pattern. I thought that in theory this 
should be possible, since it can create code, and crochet patterns are in their way a type 
of coding. Going in, I expected that it would be similar to coding in that AI would be able 
to “generate boilerplate code that can then be modified by advanced coders” (Johnson 
and Salter), and that it would be able to handle an easy, straightforward pattern. 

I decided to ask it for a pattern for a temperature blanket. Temperature blankets serve as 
a crocheted data set – you assign a color to a temperature range, and then crochet each 
day accordingly. I’ve actually been working on one this year, primarily during our class – I 
work on it while watching our videos, so in my mind, this sort of project is already 
connected to all the tools we’ve been studying. The blankets themselves aren’t usually 
very complicated, so I thought it would be an interesting test for AI - can it create a 
simple pattern, and can it give the data needed to create the pattern? 

I asked my initial question, including basic details, keeping in mind the need to be 
detailed as discussed by Dr. Shovlin, so I included that it should use U.S. terminology. 

 

It started out pretty well, and gave me a breakdown of colors to use. 



 

I decided to try out the pattern it gave me. 

 

The beginning was a typical way to begin a granny square. Problems came up in the next 
section. The beginning forced me to go backwards a bit. In the next line, it told me to do 
something, and then repeat that three times (so a total of four), but then said that I 
would end up with four corners. Because of the odd start, if I were to do that section 
four times, I would have ended up with five corners. I decided to give it a little leeway 
and only make four corners. You can see where it looks a little odd in the top left corner 
– that’s because it made me go backwards to start. 



 

After this, the pattern falls apart a bit. It says to create one square in the main color 
(what main color? it never said to have another color) and one in the temperature’s color. 
However, the very next instructions are to work “one 7-round granny square per week” 
to create 52 blocks for the year. This is an entirely different project. 



 

At the bottom of the page, it provided a link to a page of various temperature blanket 
patterns. Looking at the page, it seems that the chat combined two of the patterns on 
that page – two different project that use granny squares in different ways. By mashing 
them together, the chat mixed up the terminology and the instructions in a way that 
doesn’t really make sense. 

I then asked if the chat could include the temperatures to use for the pattern. It simply 
restated the same pattern, so I got more specific, and asked: “Include the average high 
for each day of 2023 in Orlando, FL.” Surprisingly, it only gave me a temperature for 
January, 2023. I thought this would be info that would be readily available, but it could 
not give me this info, no matter what I tried asking. 



 

I then decided to see how well it could give me different types of patterns. First I asked 
for stripes instead of granny squares. The result was simplistic but usable. 

 

I decided to ask for it to include sizing. It did not add this info to the pattern that had 
already been generated, but did give me a detailed answer. 



 

I got even more specific. 

 

This gave me the best result yet, and even included information about changing colors 
that the previous patterns did not. 

 



 

All in all, I can’t say I experience the same rush of dopamine described by Demsky, but it 
was an interesting tool that worked somewhat. I think it would be difficult to use this for 
patterns if you don’t have a previous crochet experience, because you wouldn’t know 
what to include in your prompt (similar to how Demsky describes having an advantage if 
you know about certain art references) or how to tell if something is off with the pattern. 
It’s definitely something interesting to continue to play with! 

 


